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LBDA Rolls out Sunflower Program as
Kenya Deepens Agro-Industrial Push

ake Basin Development Authority

(LBDA) has rolled out a large-scale

sunflower planting program at the
Muhoroni Integrated Technology Transfer
Centre (ITTC) in Kisumu County, targeting
over 200 acres under production in a
structured push to strengthen livestock
feed systems and edible oil value chains
across western Kenya.

Farmers planting sunflower seeds

The initiative signals a deliberate shift
towards integrated agro-industrial
development anchored on oilseed
expansion, rural enterprise growth, and food
security stabilization.

The program places sunflower at the center
of a dual-purpose strategy. On one hand, it is
positioned as a critical input into livestock
feed production through sunflower cake
and on the other, it is being developed as a
key raw material for edible oil processing,
with the aim of reducing reliance on imports
while expanding ruralincomes. The framing

is economic, but also structural. It is about
systems, not seasons.

At the launch, the Managing Director of LBDA
CPA Wycliffe Ochiaga outlined the rationale in
direct and technical terms, describing sunflower
as a “strategic transformation crop” for rural
economies.He said the initiative is not
experimental but operational, built on tested
agronomic systems and regional processing
capacity. He emphasized that sunflower fits into
a broader agricultural reorganization that links
production, processing, and markets within the
same geographic corridor.

“The sunflower value chain is one of the most
efficient agro-industrial pathways we can invest
inatthisstage,”the MD said.
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E-voucher Vaccination: LBDA Bridges the Expertise

Gap in the Kenya’'s Nationwide Foot-and-Mouth
Disease Control Campaign.

{ In a decisive step to bolster
Kenya's livestock health
infrastructure, the Lake Basin
' Development Authority (LBDA)
: has entered into a strategic
partnership with the Bungoma
County Government to support
the nationwide Foot-and-Mouth
Disease (FMD) control
campaign. The collaboration is
anchored in LBDA's mandate to
drive sustainable agricultural
and economic development
' across the Lake Victoria Basin
region, and specifically
{ addresses critical gaps in
veterinary expertise and field-

" level service delivery capacity

Y that have historically impeded
the reach of disease control
programmes.

& At the core of this initiative is an

innovative digital E-Voucher
vaccination system — a
technology-driven mechanism

purpose-built to facilitate
transparent, efficient, and fully
cashless service delivery at the
county level. The process is
initiated through the registration
of individual livestock via muzzle
scanning, which generates a
unique digital payment voucher
code transmitted directly to the
farmer. An Animal Health Officer
(AHO) subsequently redeems the
voucher by entering the code into
the system, which then triggers
an M-PESA payment prompt to
the farmer’'s mobile device.
Vaccination is administered upon
confirmation of payment.

The Authority's role in bridging
technical and professional
capacity gaps in this programme
reflects its broader commitment
to leveraging innovation in
service of community resilience
and national food security.

STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT WITH N
ON PROPOSED SPACE ACQUISITION

UPEA AND KENGEN

On10th March 2026, Lake Basin Mall
hosted a strategic engagement
meeting with representatives from
Nuclear Power and Energy Agency
(NuUPEA) and Kenya Electricity
Generating Company (KenGen)
regarding the proposed acquisition
of commercial space within the
mall. The meeting underscored the
mall's commitment to attracting
reputable institutions and creating
a conducive environment for
corporate and institutional
operations.
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Thediscussions centered onthe proposedlease Lake Basin Mall remains committed to
arrangements and the requirements for providing a professional, secure and growth-
securing suitable space within the mall. oriented environment for its tenants while
continuously strengthening collaborations
The parties also explored other mutually that contribute to economic development
beneficial considerations aimed at establishing and institutional growth.
a productive and sustainable working
relationship.

Following the meeting, the representatives
were taken on a guided tour around Lake Basin
Mall to familiarize them with the available
spaces, facilities, accessibility, and overall
business environment. The tour provided the
prospective clients with anopportunity to
assess the suitability of the premises in relation
totheir operational needs and expectations.

Strengthening the Livestock Value Chain across the Lake Basin Region.
Solar-Powered Bulk Milk Coolers at Muhoroni and Lichota ITTCs

In a landmark move anchored in
the Bottom-Up Economic
Transformation Agenda (BETA),
the National Government —
working through the Lake Basin
Development Authority — has
deployed state-of-the-art solar-
powered bulk milk coolers at two
of LBDA's Integrated Technology
Transfer Centres, signaling a new
era for dairy farmers across the
Lake Basin Region.

The Authority has taken a bold
and decisive step toward initiative, spearheaded by the Ministry of Agriculture,

transforming the dairy economy Places LBDA at the centre of a transformative agenda
of the region as it receives two aimed at reducing post-harvest losses, boosting farmer
solar-powered bulk milk coolers incomes, and strengthening the region's livestock value
— each with a 1,000-litre storage chainendtoend.

capacity — officially handed over
to LBDA for hosting and a Principal Secretary for Gender and Children Services,

complementary deploymenttook Caren Ageng'o presided over the flag-off alongside Trade
place at the Authority's Lichota PS Regina Ombam — a deliberate show of the whole-

ITTCin Migori County. government approach that underpins Kenya's
agricultural revitalization agenda. LBDA Board Chairman,
The Ksh 9.4 million government Mr.James Waore Diang'a, received the coolers on behalf



of the Authority, formally integrating
them into LBDA's ITTCs — purpose-built
facilities equipped to serve as hubs for
agricultural innovation, value addition,
and technology transfer for farmers
acrosstheregion.

The solar-driven infrastructure is
projected to enable upwards of 600 dairy
farmers in Muhoroni Constituency alone
to aggregate up to1,000 litres of fresh milk
daily, dramatically curtailing the post-
harvest spoilage that has long eroded
farmer earnings. By anchoring the coolers
within an LBDA-managed facility, the
Authority ensures institutional continuity,
technical oversight, and equitable access
for cooperative societies in the region.

“This strategic initiative is
designed to strengthen the region's
livestock value chain by enhancing
production, reducing post-harvest
losses, and improving revenue for
dairy farmers.”

Mr. James Waore Diang'a,
LBDA Board Chairman.

The deployment of bulk milk coolers at
LBDA's ITTCs is far more than an
infrastructure handover — it is a visible
expression of the Authority's commitment
to Smart Sustainable Development:
interventions that combine modern
technology, community empowerment,
and institutional accountability to deliver
durableimpact.

By investing in modern cold-chain infrastructure
within LBDA-managed facilities, the Authority is
actively strengthening the livestock value chain,
supporting value addition at the farm level, and
creating meaningful economic opportunities for
women and youthinthe region.

"The infrastructure will protect the daily
yield from post-harvest spoilage and save
millions of litres of milk annually, thus
boosting the local economy.”

— PS Carren Ageng'o, Ministry of Gender
and Children Services
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